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Things to do before you come to the villa  à to help you get the most out of it 
 
Remind them 
The past is everything that has happened. 
History is the tiny part of the past that has been recorded à so we can study it. 
 
How can we find out about the past? 
There are 4 ways:  

1.   Visit a site  
2.   Pick up artefacts – things people in the past used. 
3.   Read what they wrote about themselves   
4.   Read what we have written about them i.e. History books 

 
Possible exercise 
Get examples of each type, then make a labels for each type of source – plus outline of what we 
can learn from it 
Get the pupils to match the three things: 1 artefact, 2 label, 3 description.  
 
Ask the pupils the following questions: 

•   Which ways can we use before we go? 
•   Which ways will we use when we are there? 
•   Which do you think will be the easiest to use? 
•   Which do you think you will enjoy the most? 

Progress check – Ask the pupils to explain one way of finding out about the past 
 
What is a villa? 
What do we mean by the word villa today? Large detached house with garden. 
What did the Romans mean by villa?  The most helpful description is farm. 
Use the worksheet to identify the common features of villas 
 
So if the villa was a farm ask the pupils what types of people would have lived there.   
When they are at the villa they will have some idea of what things these people would have 
used – and therefore what things archaeologists could expect to dig up. 
Progress check – How are we able to tell that the villa was a farm?  
Progress check – What sorts of artefacts do you think we might find at the villa? 
 
Archaeology  
What is Archaeology?  The careful digging up of things people in the past used.  
Why do we use archaeology – some people did not leave written records 
Progress check – do you think that archaeology is mostly about things in living memory or 
earlier? 
Progress check – how is archaeology different to History? 
 
Mosaic 
A picture made of small stones that makes a washable floor. 
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Suggestions for pre-visit activities 
•   Using a pictographic map of the island get pupils to suggest where would be a good site 

to build a villa 
•   Create a time line to show the different stages of the villa 
•   Get pupils to do a plan of their school – so that they are familiar with how the plans of 

the villa work – get an existing plan of the school and get the pupils to work out where 
their classroom is on the plan 

•   Take photographs of the school and get the pupils to work out where each photograph 
was taken – so that they get used to looking at things in greater detail. 

•   Introduce the meanings of the key words. 
•   Measure the size of the classroom à so that pupils have some perspective on what can 

be done in different spaces 
•   For homework, get them to measure the size of their sitting room at home à so that 

pupils have some perspective on what can be done in different spaces 
•   Look at guidebooks of different sites, to get them familiar with what they contain with 

the view of getting them to produce a guide to one feature of the villa 
•   Simple outline of what the Isle of Wight was like in Roman times 

 
Activities at the site 

•   Photo hunt – the pupils look for features of the site, the buildings, the artefacts 
•   Measure the size of the buildings – try to work out what they could have been used for, 

home many people could have lived in them – ask why it is difficult for us to know what 
the buildings were used for à the things that would have told us have not survived. 

•   Pupils work in teams to get the information needed for the guidebook they will produce 
•   Divide the pupils into groups and they look for different features while they are looking 

around: cooking, farming, clothes, animals, gods, plants.  In this way a complex task is 
broken down into manageable parts and the pupils end up with very detailed knowledge 
of the site 

 
Post Visit Activities 

•   In teams make a guidebook using information they have gathered for this purpose at the 
site à then mark it like Global Rock with as many prizes as possible 

•   Borrow artefacts and explain which one they would chose to put in their museum – a 
speaking and listening exercise  

•   Look for similarities and differences with other Roman sites 
•   Hot seating – teacher takes on the role of one of the people from the ‘who am I’ activity 

with some props to enhance the part, and the pupils have time to think of questions they 
would ask that person 

•   Pupils have to explain who they would most like to have been at the villa and who they 
would least like to have been 

 


